Queridos amigos y amigas,
Why is LSPS so special? I would like to offer some excerpts
from a professor, a pastor and a student who attended our
summer intensives at the dawn of the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation.
"This intensive gave me the confidence, tools and
compañeros to take my teaching of bi-lingual liturgy to
the next level. I'm so grateful for this program!" Dr.
Ben Stewart, LSTC faculty
"In the midst of nationwide turmoil and anxiety
surrounding immigration we found ourselves on a
tropical island of cross-cultural delight. The
presenters were Latinx leaders in the ELCA. The 20+
participants were pastors and lay leaders of the
ELCA. Fifteen were Latinx and the remainder Anglo.
Two spoke no Spanish and one spoke no English.
Three were from the West Coast, five from the East
Coast, the rest from Texas. The countries of origin
included Peru, Colombia, Mexico, Jamaica, East
India, Puerto Rico and the United States... So, what
did I learn in hot, muggy and foreign Texas? I relearned the biblical truth that Peter preached in Acts
10:34, "I truly understand that God shows no partiality
..." I re-learned the admonition of Jesus to the
Rev Dr Javier (Jay) Alanis, Executive Director
disciples, including 21st century disciples to feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, free the oppressed and to welcome and love the foreigner ... no exceptions!" Rev.
Dorothy Cottingham, Tigard, Oregon
"We have five senses because we are intended to have multiple views of the world at the same time. The
Hispanic Ministry Intensive was not only about explaining, but feeling and building relationships on trust and
care that served as a permeable platform on which to connect past, present and future. It provided a rich
opportunity for mutual pastoral care." Nancy Brody, seminarian at United Lutheran Seminary, Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania
These participants capture the spirit and strength of LSPS as a program that prepares leaders for the cross-cultural
realities and missional opportunities of our time. LSPS was founded by visionaries in 1975. It was as if they caught a
glimpse of the future and founded the program for such a time as this. More than ever the church is in need of
leaders who are both culturally competent and linguistically and liturgically prepared to serve diverse communities.
Your support helps to build bridges of understanding between ourselves and our new neighbors who come to us from
all over of the world. We are in a missional moment in history and your partnership allows us to make history as we
commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. You help us tell "His story" in a way that is both culturally
and linguistically sensitive and profoundly life-giving! This is what Martin Luther stood for 500 years ago. Together
with our participants and students, you make our witness possible in the Twenty-First century as we proclaim: "¡Sí
se puede!" We give thanks for your partnership in support of our ministry of service to the world! ¡Que siga la
Reforma!
In Mission for the Life of the World,
Rev. Javier (Jay) Alanís, PhD, JD
Executive Director

Faculty News

Welcome to the Fall Issue of Table
Talk!
Table Talk is our e-newsletter. We hope you
will find that this is a great tool for keeping
you up to date on what is happening here at
LSPS.
LSPS is a program of Wartburg Theological
Seminary and the Lutheran School of
Theology in Chicago. LSPS trains leaders
through the Theological Education for
Emerging Ministries (TEEM) program of the
ELCA. Its primary focus is equipping
women and men for mission in Spanish
speaking contexts throughout the church.

Alumnae News
Alumnae News:
Dennis Shaw, '17 was ordained on
Saturday, October, 21, 2017. Shaw has
accepted a call at Agape Church in
Cleveland, Tx. He traveled to Germany for
the Reformation tour of the Texas-Louisiana
Gulf Coast Synod.
Rev. Joan Iker, '08: "When the tornados hit
the Canton area April 29, Four Mile Lutheran
Church wanted to help her neighbors. We
weren't sure how, but one of our young
families came up with the idea of taking
pizza and bottled water to victims working at
their destroyed home sites. The idea grew
and we continued delivering some small
snack or light meal to our neighbors affected
for the next couple months. We didn't get to
deliver food everyday but at least 2-3 times
per week. Others heard about our mission
and pitched in with donations. By the end of
July most everyone were getting back on
their feet, so we celebrated with lunch and a
school clothing give away at the church! It
was a blessed day! We can do so much
more when we are in mission together with
Christ."
Rev. Brad Otto, '05, is founder and president
of the nonprofit Acts of Wisdom and shared
his thoughts on global aid at Texas Lutheran
University. He founded Acts of Wisdom in
2013 to provide quality education for children
in rural Ethiopia. He currently serves as the
lead pastor at Messiah Lutheran Church in
Cypress, Texas.
Rev. Samuel Brannon, '05, was called as
pastor of Saint Peter's L. C. in Elgin, Texas.

Rev. Pamela Brouker, '05, has completed
two more units in Clinical Pastoral Education
at Maine Medical Center and has been hired
as a Call Chaplain. She is applying for VA
Chaplaincy and has further goals for Board
Certified Chaplain credentials.
Rev. C Earl Mahan, '93, was called as
Priest in Charge of St. Luke's Episcopal
Church, Manchester,
St. Louis, Missouri.
Rev. Sophia G. Boettcher, '88 claimed the
promised of her baptism in September.

Joint Lutheran/Roman Catholic Service in Commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation held at
St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church in San Juan, Texas of the Rio Grande Valley.

Dr. Jay, '92, celebrated his 25th year of ordination on August 15. The synod hosted a luncheon to recognize
these anniversaries on September 13 at TLU.
Wrote a reflection on "Solo Scriptura" from the perspective of the Hispanic Lutheran community of south
Texas that appeared in the July issue of "Living Lutheran."
Delivered a devotional perspective on the Ethiopian eunuch from a borderlands perspective at the ELCA
Rostered Ministers Event in Atlanta, Georgia in August of 2017.
Serves in a Word & Sacrament ministry known as Proyecto Santiago at St. James Episcopal Church in
Austin.
Delivered a lecture for the Episcopal Hispanic Ministry Intensive at SSW in June, 2017.
Delivered a lecture on the "Reformation at 500" at the Instituto Cultural de México in San Antonio on October
6, 2017.
Preached on Reformation Sunday at St. John L. C. in San Juan, Tx.

Rev. Kathryn Haueisen, '85, published her
first novel with Blue Ocotillo Publishing in
Austin. Blue Ocotillo was founded in 2014 by
friend of LSPS, the Rev. T. Carlos Anderson.
Anderson started Blue Ocotillo when he
released his non-fiction Just a Little Bit More.
The goal of Blue Ocotillo is to provide books
that offer hope and insight for a world greatly
in need of fresh perspectives to serve the
common good. Haueisen wrote Asunder to
encourage and inspire people experiencing
divorce and starting over again later in life.
The book includes a study guide suitable for
individual reflection or group discussion
about the changing attitudes and customs
around dating, marriage and divorce in the
twenty-first century. A portion of the Study
Guide is based on an assignment
completed while in seminary.
Both Asunder and Just a Little Bit More are
available
at www.blueocotillo.com or www.amazon.com
Rev. Sylvia de la Garza, '04, retires
effective Dec. 31, 2017 from her call of
service at ST. John LC in San Juan, Texas.
She served in that call from 2004-2017. We
pray continued blessings for her as she
begins a new phase of her life.

Preached at Round Top and Shelby, Texas Lutheran churches on November 12, 2017.
Participated in the joint Lutheran/Roman Catholic Service in Commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation held at St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church in San Juan, Texas of the Rio Grande Valley
on October 29, 2017.
His devotions will appear in "Christ in our Home" in the summer, 2018.
Contributor to Sundays and Seasons Preaching, Year B 2018.
Contributor to the Seminary of the Southwest 2017 Advent Meditations and Prayers.

Upcoming Courses &
Events
January 2018 Courses:
MDiv Borderlands Encuentro
Prof. Javier (Jay) Alanis, PhD. JD
January 2-18
Lutheran Confessions II
Prof. James (Jim) Fowler, DMin
January 9-11

Heritage Luncheon 2017

Nuevo Testamento I
Prof. Leticia Guardiola-Sainz, PhD
January 12-13
Spring Courses 2018:
Ethics
Prof. Javier (Jay) Alanis, PhD. JD
April 3- 5
Confesiones Luteranas I
TBA
April 3-5
Historia del Pensamiento Cristiano II
TBA
May 28 - 29
Contextual Eclesiology
TBA
May 30 - 31

Spring Donor Associate Service with Bishop Ray Tiemann, Director Jay Alanis and Rev. Louise N. Johnson,
president of WTS.

Summer Term MDiv
Several instructors
May 27 - June 15
Spanish Language and Hispanic Ministry
Intensive I

Several instructors
May 27 - June 1
Building Congregations Level II
Rev. Ruben Durán
June 10 - 15

Donate Today to Support the
Mission of LSPS
Support LSPS with your annual gifts. Your
gifts make a difference and strengthen the
mission of LSPS! To give directly to LSPS
give online at www.lsps.edu!

Do you know that...
With Thrivent Choice®, you can recommend
where some of Thrivent Financial's
charitable outreach funds go. Since 2010,
eligible members have used this program to
direct more than $225 million to churches
and nonprofits nationwide.
Thrivent Choice® funding helps Christian
ministries around the country.
DIRECT CHOICE DOLLARS® to LSPS.
Please get started now.
If you already are one of those generous
people who is supporting us through Thrivent
Choice Dollars already we say ¡Muchas
gracias!

Dedicated to...
This Table Talk issue is dedicated to the
loving memory of Warren Rinehart, Arlene
Van Scharrel, Sophia G. Boettcher, Mary
Cano-Rothwell, Edwin R Schwanke, Tom &
Judith Eichman and in honor of Julia
Mellenbruch who celebrated her 101th
birthday on September 4, 2017.

Donor Luncheon with Bishop Erik Gronberg.

Honoring the Rev. Kathy Haueisen with the 2017 Distinguished Alumna Award.

Director Associate, donors, faculty and students having an exquisite day at the Associate Donor Luncheon

TEEM students with donors at the Heritage Dinner.

Graduation Day
Graduation Day:
at St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, Austin
A Theological Education for Emerging Ministries Certificate of Theological Studies was awarded to:

Sergio de Jesús Amaya
Alvaro Nová
Dennis Shaw

Bishop Brian Maas of the Nebraska Synod with Sergio Amaya, Bishop Michael K. Girlinghouse of the OklahomaArkansas Synod with Alvaro Nová, Dennis Shaw of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod with Prof. Jay Alanís.

Welcome new TEEM Students!

EnedinaVásquez is from San Antonio Texas where she is serving as the Associate Pastor at Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd. Enedina is a visual artist, poet and playwrite. She graduated from the Seminary of the Southwest in
2013 with a degree in spiritual formation. She has a BFA from Our Lady of the Lake University and is a retired
teacher. In 2013 she began a ministry in San Antonio known as Pláticas de Santa Sophia with an ecumenical group
of women. The women gather to pray, break bread and create prayerful art. Enedina began Pláticas to gather women
who are unchurched and who have children and grand-children that are not baptized in an effort to restore their
relationship with the church. The group gathers weekly to create art as prayer.

Joel Hicks lives in Keatchie, Louisiana which is a small town about 30 miles south of Shreveport. His entire career
up has been spent in healthcare. He worked as a radiologic technologist for 16 years and then transitioned into
healthcare education for the past seven. He is an Associate Professor and teaches in the School of Allied Health at
Northwestern State University. He is blessed with a wonderful wife, Angelina and two great kids and feels blessed to
still have his mother, Judy. Among other educational pursuits, Joel graduated from the NTNL Parish Lay Mission
Academy in 2014. He was later appointed as an associate SAWL at St. Stephen L.C. in Shreveport. He is looking
forward to continuing his education at LSPS in the TEEM program. His prayer is that he will be able to serve God
and others in both the church and in the educational world.

Germán Santana has lived in Durham, North Carolina since September 2016. He was born in Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic and is happily married to Clara Santana. They have two children and three grandchildren.
Germán has a Bachelor's Degree in accounting from the Dominican University O & M and a Master's Degree in
Business Administration from the Technical Institute of Santo Domingo (INTEC). After attending the Catholic
University of America and Trinity University in Washington, D.C., he received a Professional Educator's License.
From 2001 to 2016 he worked as a school teacher in Washington, D.C. and in Charlotte, North Carolina. In 2016 he
moved to Durham as a Lutheran Mission Developer in order to start Ministerio Arbol de Vida, a ministry for Spanishspeaking people. In order to reach people in the community, Germán provides an ESL (English as a Second
Language) class on Saturday afternoons, a home Bible study group on Thursday evenings, a radio program on
Wednesdays at noon and a worship service on Sundays.

Summer Hispanic Immersion - For seminarians, pastors, lay leaders, staff
and administrators.
The Spanish Language and Hispanic Ministry (Intensive I) at the Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest
(LSPS) will be offered again in 2018. The Intensive is a resource for Lutherans and those of other denominations who
recognize the growing need for competency in the Spanish language and an understanding of Hispanic culture in
light of the increasing Hispanic population in this country and in the church. The course focuses on the study of the
Spanish language and on different aspects of Hispanic culture ranging from theology to cuisine and dancing.

Participants, professors and musicians during the Intensive 2017
Summer Term - M.Div. Concentration - For ELCA seminarians
This class explores biblical principles and theological tools for ministry, research results and key resources to equip
ELCA and ecumenical leaders to facilitate development of new and existing communities of faith that reflect and
respect the diversity of Latinx communities and the cross-cultural nature of our emerging North American context. We
thank God for the kindness of Hispanic families in Austin, Round Rock, Hutto and Houston who hosted our
seminarians from United seminary in Gettysburg and Wartburg Seminary.

Our students, Nicole Garcia and Nancy Brody with their host Hispanic family in Houston.
Building Congregational Capacity for Hispanic Ministry: Misión en Comunidad/Mission in Community (Intensive II) For pastors and lay leaders.
This Intensive is designed for congregational leaders in those congregations preparing for Hispanic ministry in their
community. The focus at this Intensive is to increase one's capacity for ministry and to build a cohort of colleagues
preparing for Hispanic ministry.

Participants in Level II Intensive, presenters, students, and musicians.

We give thanks for 2004 alumna Pastor Sylvia de la Garza's ministry of service at St. John Lutheran Church in San
Juan, Texas where she served from 2004 to her retirement at the end of 2017.
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